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Discrimination For The Pathogeny Of Chinese Oral Production Deficits: A Case Study
Hui Yang Dan-ling Peng
(Department of Psychology, Beijing Normal University, Beijing, 100875)
Abstract

This study reports three Chinese-speaking patients, WIX, ZBL and SJ, who suffered from acquired deficits of
oral production. Testing results reveal that all these patients had some difficulty in oral naming task. Further
analyses show that WJXs lexical comprehension ability was damaged, and semantic errors were prevalent in his
oral production (e.g., frog—crab). In contrast, ZBL kept relatively intact ability to comprehend words. Moreover,
semantic errors and significant word frequency effect occurred in his oral production. Oral repetition of SJ was
impaired. Phonological similar errors (e.g., pineapple (/bolluo2/)— /bolluZ/) and word length effect were
significant in his oral production. We speculate that oral production deficits of WJX, ZBL and SJ came from
disorders of semantic system, phonological output lexicon and phonological output buffer, respectively, which
validates that such functional components exist in Chinese lexical system.

Key Words oral production deficits, case study, Chinese language, theory of lexical system.
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