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Abstract

AIM: To investigate a patient with primary progressive aphasia(PPA) and
his performance of verb specific deficits and reveal the possible relationship
between PPA and verb-noun dissociation so as to provide some theoretical
proof for clinical diagnosis and rehabilitation of the disease.

METHODS: One patient was selected as the subject from Department of
Neurology, Beijing Tiantan Hospital in March 2004. Two typical neuropsy-
chological tests involving many tasks from multiple points of views were used
to examine whether the patient presented verb-noun dissociation.
RESULTS: No obvious verb-noun difference occurred in the patient’ s oral
reading and visual word/picture matching. However, in written picture nam-
ing task, he showed significantly higher correct ratio of nouns(53% ) than
that of verbs(18% ) (x*=9.273, P < 0.001). Furthermore, after some im-
portant confounding factors were controlled, his written picture naming re-
mained higher accurately in noun items(32% to 43% ) than verb ones(14% )
(all P <0.001).

CONLUSION: The patient was a PPA case with verb specific deficits.
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